Introduction
Public health is a key priority across developed and developing nations. It concerns a broad range of issues that can influence both physical health and mental well-being, and it focuses on populations of people rather than on individuals. The idea of utilising a 'setting' to promote health and reduce health inequalities has been applied to a number of everyday environments. The 'settings approach' developed after the World Health Organization's (WHO) Ottawa Charter laid the foundations for much of modern health promotion, shifting the emphasis away from the individual and concentrating upon the living environment and organisational structures as a medium to promote health (WHO, 1986) . This approach has already seen success in the contexts of schools, workplaces, hospitals and prisons, and has been used by public health agencies to deliver interventions aimed at tackling lifestyle issues such as smoking, poor diets and physical inactivity. As the international community and governments have turned towards business and sport for support through more ethical, sustainable or social engagement practices, the relationship between sport and its communities has come under increased scrutiny . This special issue addresses the complex reality of the relationship between sport clubs, their stadia, and health.
In recent times, sport has seen a shift in pressure from government, fans, and other stakeholders towards the need for a greater contribution to social agendas (Anagnostopoulos and Shilbury 2013; Parnell et al 2013) . One key area of this shift has been within the realm of stadium management, specifically, how sports stadia can provide a setting to deliver on public health outcomes. Over the last ten years in particular, the potential for using sporting stadia as health promoting settings has started to be realised, not only to the benefit of local communities, but also to help achieve the corporate objectives of the clubs and stadia involved (Drygas et al 2013) . Sports stadia play iconic roles amongst fans and in the communities that they are located, capable of engaging large numbers of people both in the ground and surrounding area. In addition, the demographic and age-group of fans visiting stadia -largely middle aged, working class males -often exhibit high levels of chronic health problems such as obesity, cardiovascular disease, some types of cancer and poor mental health.. However, the ability of professional and amateur sports clubs to harness their badge/brand to engage fans is almost unique (Parnell et al 2015) , thereby having the potential to provide both an excellent physical setting and communications vehicle to positively influence the behaviour of fans, including their health-related behaviours (Witty and White 2011; .
During the early to mid-2000's, a number of pioneering sports stadia in the North West region of England hosting the sports of football, rugby league and horse racing, started to work with the cardiovascular disease prevention charity Heart Of Mersey, to trial a number of 'healthy stadia' type initiatives. This settings-based approach emphasised the potential for sports venues to develop policies and interventions promoting healthier lifestyles across three cross-cutting themes: (i) healthier stadium environments for fans and non-matchday visitors (e.g. smoke-free environments), (ii) healthier club workforces (e.g. bike to work schemes), and (iii) In order for the healthy stadia agenda to begin to be fully realised, in particular amongst commissioning agencies within local and national governments, it is vital that this rigorous evidence base is developed. Research is needed that demonstrates the impact that both population level and individual behaviour change programmes developed through sports settings can have on public health outcomes. Whilst many 'community' or 'social' programmes attached to sports clubs have included process monitoring techniques as part of their health projects, there is often still a gap in providing evidence of a project's impact that can be (sometimes at least) lacking in the internal reports produced by clubs that make up much of the grey literature in this field. It is therefore imperative that clubs, national governing bodies of sport and league operators look to work with academic partners to assist with both programme design and evaluation of projects. This will help address a common lack of 'in house' expertise within sports organisations to address the key issue of developing an evidence base that clearly demonstrates the value (or not in some cases) of using sports settings to delivery public health programmes.
It is pleasing to see that a growing number of pioneering clubs in numerous European countries have now developed research partnerships with universities, integrating insight, design and evaluation techniques into their programmes. Indeed, a good number of the articles included in this special edition are testimony to the wider understanding of sports organisations working closely with academic partners, and it is hoped that these examples will inspire readers from sports organisations, public health and academic institutions to work more closely together in order to move the healthy stadia agenda onto the next stage. This special issue examines the relationship between professional and amateur sport clubs, stadia and health promotion, through a collection of papers aligned to philosophical, political, environmental and practical health related interventions enabled through sport stadia settings.
The issue begins with an applied contribution from a number of practitioners from across Europe who are working on, or towards, the healthy stadia agenda. In this article, contributors share findings and highlight practical considerations from the field of practice. Following this article, a number of papers and commentaries which discuss applied, practical and empirical experiences of a range of authors are presented. There is a collection of five articles that specifically consider sport stadia as a setting for public health promotion. Each of these articles enhances our understanding of how health promoting policies and practices at sport stadia can contribute to improved levels of Each article offers practical implications which can assist those who commission, manage, or deliver physical activity and public health related interventions through amateur and professional sports clubs. We anticipate that the contributions contained within this special issue will be of interest to a range of stakeholders involved in research, policy and practice. We, the editors, would like to thank the contributors for the insight into their research and their effort in developing their submission for this call for papers. We would like to extend this appreciation to the many anonymous peer reviewers who have contributed to submissions and resubmissions, helping strengthen the quality of the individual articles and thus, the overall special issue.
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